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Disaster Service Workers



When Disaster Strikes
What you need to know

and do to be prepared

When disaster strikes, by law, all 

District employees become “disaster 

service workers*.”

– AND –

As District employees, we cannot 

abandon our responsibility to the 

students and one another.

*Section 3100 of the California Government Code



We plan to care for students for 

multiple days following a disaster.



What do you think the 

District's emergency 

priorities would be in the 

event of a major disaster 

or emergency?



School Preparedness



What does ISSP stand 

for?



Integrated Safe School

Plan

Reference Guide 5511: Completing and Updating the ISSP 



Plans are updated annually and on an ongoing basis.

LAUSD has extensive school

safety plans.



Used in LAUSD schools and the EOC



What have you 

discovered about your 

school's ISSP?



School emergency supplies are kept at

every site.

A cargo container 

of emergency 

supplies is on 

every school 

campus.



Emergency water 

is the most 

important item to 

consider when 

preparing for an 

emergency.



Formula used to calculate the amount of water 

needed at a school for a 3-day emergency:

# of 

students 

and staff

½ gallon 

each
X 3 daysX

Total water 

needed in 

gallons

=



District commercial First Aid kits should be found 

in each cargo container.

Requirement: 1 District First Aid kit per 400 individuals



Classroom Preparedness



Being prepared means having your classroom safe 

at all times. Avoid injuries by not having hazards in 

your classroom.

Do not stack things 

above head level

Do not block 

emergency exit signs 

or passageways

Keep your fire extinguisher in 

operating condition and 

strapped to a wall





Drill Types

Practice emergency drills regularly so that

emergency procedures become more familiar.

Fire

Earthquake

Lockdown

Shelter in Place

Take Cover

Rapid Relocation (staff only)



Emergency Classroom Quick Guide



Individual Emergency Response

Calm initial response

Look for immediate dangers

Know specific role/responsibilities

Expect potential fluidity

of situation

Flexibility

Ask for assistance



Drill Frequency 



If there is a fire, know how to use a fire 

extinguisher properly and how to 

determine if safe to use.

for Pull the pin

for Aim

for Squeeze the 

handle

for Sweep



1933 Field Act:

1933 Long Beach Quake
1992 Landers Quake

 established minimum structural standards for

K-12, CA public school buildings

 ensures that school buildings are earthquake

 resistant



shakealert.org



Drop before 

the earthquake 

drops you.



Classroom Emergency Supplies

Place by primary evacuation door

 sanitation supplies

 snack bars

 bottled water

 basic first aid supplies

 roster

 comfort supplies



In an emergency, schools will need an area 

for a latrine. Toilet can be assembled with 

supplies from the emergency bin:

Line bucket with 2 plastic garbage bags

Add absorbent to bottom of bags

Place toilet seat on top of bucket

Your toilet is ready for use.

Ideal ratio: 1 bucket for every 30 people



Additional supplies you will need for your toilet:

Privacy screening

Toilet paper

Sanitary napkins

Deodorizer

Hand cleaner / sanitizer



What Functional Needs Might Students Have?

Mobility

Visual

Deaf/Hard of Hearing

Cognitive

Autism Spectrum

Medically Fragile

Emotional

Medication Dependent

Multiple Disabilities



Special Needs Considerations:

Do you have the additional supplies they may need?

Who will need assistance to evacuate?

Do you have a plan to assist them and shelter them?

Are your search & rescue and first-aid teams familiar with their needs?

Learn about your community’s emergency plans

Do they fully participate in all drills?



Classroom Preparedness 

Considerations:
Familiarity with response for each emergency type 

Access to/familiarity with ISSP components

Access to/familiarity with Emergency Plan App

Class roster(s), photos/yearbook

Writing supplies

Evacuation map

Comfort supplies/activities for students



Emergency backpack, kit 

Review resources at achieve.lausd.net/afn

Buddy teacher contact/arrangements

Mobile phone and personal items/handbag

Classroom lockdown kit

Special needs considerations

Familiarity with/sufficiency of emergency supplies/equipment

Classroom Preparedness 

Considerations Cont.



Classroom Preparedness

Considerations Cont.
CERT training 

First Aid/CPR classes (redcrossla.org) 

STEPS courses (steps.lausd.net)

Regularly review Emergency Classroom Quick Guide

Conduct schoolwide drills with fidelity

Referring parents to resources at achieve.lausd.net/pei

http://redcrossla.org/


Considerations for

Home Preparedness 



We may not be able to be with our 

loved ones during a disaster.

Therefore, we need to be prepared 

at home, too.



Ten Essential Emergency Supplies

Water for 3-10 days

Food for 3-10 days

Medications

Radio

Flashlights

First Aid kit

Cash and important documents



Ten Essential Emergency Supplies Cont.

Sanitation & hygiene supplies

Tools

Clothing & sturdy shoes



Additional Items



Evacuation Checklist

Emergency supply kit

Cash and credit cards

Out of state contact list

Family photos

Important documents

Change of clothing

Personal hygiene items



Evacuation Checklist Cont.

Medical needs

Baby items

Pet care

Special needs items

Gas tank half-filled (at minimum) 

Neighborhood, Area Maps



STEPS 102

Basic Emergency Preparedness for 

Home

access through achieve.lausd.net/MyPLN



www.lafd.org/safety/disaster-preparedness

LAFD Resources



Resources and 

Opportunities



achieve.lausd.net/emergencyservices



steps.lausd.net





Initial Response Actions 

Drop, Cover and Hold On

Shelter-In-Place

Lockdown

Evacuate Building

Relocation

All Clear

Emergency Procedures
Active Shooter on Campus

Aircraft Crash

Animal Disturbance

Biological or Chemical Release

Bomb Threat

Bus Disaster

Disorderly Conduct

Earthquake

Explosion/Risk of Explosion

Fire in Surrounding Area

Fire on School Grounds

Flooding

Loss or Failure of Utilities

Motor Vehicle Crash

Public Health Emergencies

Psychological Trauma

Suspected Contamination of Food or Water
Threat of Violence

Tsunami Response

Unlawful Demonstration/Walkout



There’s an app for that!

Achieve.lausd.net/emergencyapps

English Version Spanish Version



redcross.org/take-a-class



Community Emergency Response Team



lafd.org/cert



fire.lacounty.gov/lacofd-cert-program





Other Opportunities

 School Safety Committee   

Membership

 Emergency Team Membership

 Contribute to ISSP Assessments

 Post-Incident/Drill Briefings



Wonderings?



When Disaster Strikes
What you need to know

and do to be prepared

Being prepared before a disaster 

strikes will take care of the most 

important people first.

You and your family.

It may be the difference between 

being a victim and a survivor.



Your participation is 

much appreciated.



Need assistance?

Contact:

Office of Emergency Services

Division of District Operations

213-241-5337


